


Rob Sherwood: program
director at U100, a

- first-class rat-a-tat-a-taf
rock jock and a tough
manager as well, issues
some of the most direct
inter-office memos ever
seen. (Whoever has been
leaving the news room in
a mess, be hereby notified
that when I catch you I
will crush your head.)

~ Playing The
Lame Duck Boogie

- At U100 Radio

THINGS WERE a little loose at
U100 radio Monday morning.
Program director Rob Sherwood,
draped in a baggy green turtleneck,
was screaming “U100 Boogie
Radio!!” into the mike, while i
shuffling cassettes for the next song
in his hand, checking the program
log out of the corner on one eye, and
anxiously glancing back at the news
room behind him, taking it all in

stride, and smiling like a big, rumpled

bear.

In the news room, Mesa Kincaid,
“The Fox that Rocks,” was bopping
around to the boogie beat in her bare
feet (the nail polish was peeling off
her toes) shuffling through crumped
mounds of yellow wire service copy,
looking for some news to slide in
between the songs.

Michael J. Douglas, the mad
morning newsman, was off on
vacation and everyone had forgotten
that fact, which accounted for
Sherwood bellowing out the Boogie
slogans at the mike while Kincaid
shuffled through the paper jungle
looking for good news copy. :

EVERYONE seemed to take it in
stride. Maybe that’s how things are
at a lame duck station — as flaky as
most radio stations tend to be, only
more so. Whatever, after August 1 it
won’t matter anymore anyway,
because that's the date the U100-will
boogie right out of the radio business
altogether.

The short and simple of it is that
Doubleday, Inc., which owns KDWB
Radio (and several other top 40 rock
stations around the country) has
bought out U100 FM, with plans to
convert it to KDWB-FM as of August
1st. Providing that the FCC (Federal
Communications Commission)
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approves the license transfer —
which everyone involves assumes
will be done with no problems.

“It's simply a matter of KDWB
buying out the competition and
shutting them down,” says U100
general manager Mike Sigelman.
“That's one way of looking at things,
anyway. That's the feeling we get
arouthere.”

Sherwood agrees. “This is the only
market in the country with four AM
rockers,” he says. “That's more than
Detroit or New York or anywhere
else. So, if KDWB buys us and
converts this to an FM outlet (which
will simulcast KDWB’s AM
broadcast), that narrows down the
stations competing for the same
general audience, right?”

It certainly has the steely ring of
logic and truth to it, especially for the
guys who are being bought out and
shut down. -

“Anyway, it was great while it
lasted,” says Sherwood. “We've just
barely started, in fact — and now it's

~ all over.”

U100, way back once upon a time,
was WPBC, an easy-listening station
headquartered in Richfield, with
sedate offices in a colonial building
on Nicollet Avenue where no one
would have dreamed of even
whispering “boogie.”

Then, in the early 1970s, the quiet
little station was bought by Fairchild
Industries, which changed the name
to WYOO and made it an “Oldies”
station. Mike Sigelman, sales
manager at KDWB, was hired as
general manager, and, three months
later he hired Sherwood, then a
popular disc jockey at KDWB, as his
program director. (Radio is a very
incestuous business, and it's not

uncommon for a jock to move
through four or five stations in a
single market area in the course of -

‘three or four years, then move to. .

another city and repeat the process.)

“When | came over to the stations
| was quite content to gear down
from Top 40 and follow the Oldies
format,” says Sherwood. “That was
the plan.”

BUT the plan got changed.

“After | came here in April, 1974,
we kept on playing oldies, but |

m Mesa Kincaid, ‘‘The Fox

that Rocks,”’ slows down
the pace to deliver the 8 -
a.m. news.

... missed rock a lot. | mean, | like rock

tremendously. Anyway, we got
together after a while to plan our fall

| campaign —.myself, Mike, the

salesmen. We started tossing around
ideas to promote, based on the
oldies format. But the ideas were
weak, shallow. Nobody seemed to
really be very excited about the
format.
“So someone said, what if we . . ."
Everyone jumped on the idea of
turning WYQO the oldest station into
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