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MAYNARD SPEECE, NEW FARM SERVICE DIRECTOR
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WCCO’s new agricultural expert was born February 2, 1913 on a farm near Meadowlands in St.
Louis County in northern Minnesota and spent his youth on the family farm and was graduated from
Meadowlands High School. After several years’ work as a truck driver, school bus driver, steel worker |
and farm hand, he enrolled at the University of Minnesota. While a student, and for a year following
his graduation in 1943, he worked as a seed analyst in the state seed testing laboratory.

In 1944, he became agricultural agent for Anoka County, Minn.,, where he promoted strong, pro-
gressive agricultural development and 4-H Club programs.
service staff of the University of Minnesota Farm School in 1945 and was placed in charge of agricultural
radio for the University and its station KUOM. While holding this post he helped to set up many of the
farm information programs still being broadcast by county agents over local stations in Minnesota.

As agricultural information specialist, he won repeated honors for his University Farm Hour broadcasts
in national competitions conducted by the American College of Agricultural Editors.

Since 1947, Speece has been assistant director of the office of information, U. S. Department of Ag-
riculture, Washington, D. C. While in this post, he has continued to broadcast his own regular farm
programs and has carried on intensive educational and research work in the field of farm information

broadcasting.
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Speece is married and has a son, Lonnie, 6.
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Speece joined the agricultural extension

WCCO State Fair
Radio Highlights

This is your guide to WCCO radio
programs originating from the
State Fair grounds August 23rd
through September 1st:
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Lee Audltorium
(Agriculture-Horticulture Bldg.)
Saturdays, 9:30 a. m.—“Darragh
Aldrich Show,” with Darragh,
Gus, Jim and Curly, Ramona Ger-
hard and Jack Huston.
Monday thru Friday, 3:05 p. m.—
“State Fair Varieties,” with Ed
Viehman as emcee and featuring
Ramona Gerhard and Burt Han-
son.

Wednesday, 3:45 p. m.—‘“Purina
State Fair Quiz," from stage of
auditorium. Program features
George Grim and students from
Minnesota High Schools.

Rotunda
(Agriculture-Horticulture Bldg.)
Every day, 12:30 p. m. — Cedric
Adams Noontime News.

Saturdays, 12:45 p. m.“Farm Re-
view,” with Larry Haeg and May-
nard Speece.

Stage
(4-H Club Building)
Saturday, August. 23rd, 9:00 a. m.
—State Fair broadcast featuring
Larry Haeg. Program sponsored
by Bongards Creamery.

Grandstand
Saturdays, 2:00 p. m.—Stew Mec-
Pherson and his track-side report
of the thrilling auto races.

Waterman-Waterbury Exhibit
(Industrial Arts Building)
Saturday, August 30, 9:00 a. m.—

Larry Haeg's State Fair report.

Millers Federation Exhibit
(Food Show Building)
Sunday, August 24, 12 noon—CBS
Radio's famous Art Linkletter
and Larry Haeg in a half-hour
“State Fair Parade.”

Every day at 4:45 p. m,, Larry
Haeg and Maynard Speece will
travel the state fair grounds in
WCCO’s radio mobile unit and talk
with visitors, state fair officials
and visiting dignitaries.

Horatio Hornblower

Just ask any school boy what sub-
ject he would most like to see elim-
inated. Chances are he would an-
swer history! But history can be
made very pleasing to child and
adult alike by tuning in the_ Hora-
tion Hornblower series heard at
7:00 p.m. Mondays on WCCO.

The exciting adventure tales
dramatize the thrilling sea encoun-
ters of the Royal Navy during the
days of Napoleon’s sweep across
Europe. C. S. Forester has set a
contemporary literary record with
his series of best selling novels on
the exploits of Horatio Horn-
blower. CBS Radio is adding new
laurels to the author and new fans
for his hero, with the dramatic
series.

British actor Michael Redgrave
stars as the heroic Hornblower and
the plays are produced and directed
in London with special music com-
posed and conducted for the pro-
gram.

You will find yourself, in a matter
of minutes, sharing the excitement
of the warring days of the Royal
Navy . . . all through the medium
of radio and the magic pen of Hor-
atio’s creater, C. S. Forester.

Gluek Showboat
Sails Aug. 29

Listeners can take an imaginary
excursion down the Mississippi be-
ginning: August 29, when a new
musical show, “The Gluek Show-
boat,” premieres on WCCO.

From 7:30 to 8:00 p. m. Fridays,
you'll be taken in music and story
back to the time when the Missis-
sippi represented a mode of life as
well as a means of transporta-
tion. Stories of the river will be
woven into a dramatic spot mid-
way in the program with plans
calling for local talent to act out
the scenes.

Captain Bob De Haven will
have charge of the Showboat, as-
sisted by such favorites as Wally
Olson and his band, Jeanne Arland,
and the Balladaires, including Ernie
and Hal Garven, Dick Link and
Burt Hanson.

Music will tie in with the glam-
orous past of the Mississippi and
with the events associated with the
period when the river played a main
role in the lives of people livin
near its banks. The dramatic in-
jection in the show promises some-
thing different for a musical pro-
gram. When the Gluek Showboat
sails on its first voyage August 29,
it promises an entertaining half

hour for all those aboard.

EXECUTIVES

WCCO & WCCO-TV

B

Larry Haeg, newly appointed general manager of WCCO (left),
meets with officials of the newly formed Midwest Radio-Television,
Inc., to discuss future plans. The new company took over the opera-
tion of WCCO and WCCO-TV following approval of the Federal Com-
munications Commission on July 81. Appearing in the picture with
Haeg are left to right: W. J. McNally, chairman of the board of the
new corporation; Gene Wiikey, former WCCO general manager who
is leaving to accept another CBS radio executive post; F. Van Konyn-
enberg, executive vice president and general manager of the corporation,
and Robert Ridder, president. Channel 4 became WCCO-TV on Sunday,

August 17th.

WCCO Schedules Most Complete
State Fair Coverage in Station History

Once again it's State Fair time and WCCO, in keeping with past
activities, has planned a full schedule of radio events to be broadcast
direct from the Fair grounds, August 23rd through September 1st,
according to Larry Haeg, WCCO general manager.

5.
Larry Haeg

The rotunda of the agriculture-
horticulture building will be the
scene of the daily noontime news
broadcasts starring Cedric Adams
as well as the Saturday “Farm
Review” featuring WCCO’s new
Farm Service Director Maynard
Speece, and broadcast from 12:45
to 1:00 p.m.

Fair visitors will find the stage
at the Lee auditorium a center of
interest with several big WCCO
radio shows originating from that
location in the horticulture build-
ing. WCCO's own Darragh Aldrich
will head an entertainment filled
half hour each Saturday, 9:30-10:00
a.m., aided by such favorites as Gus,
Jim and Curly and Ramona Ger-
hard. Jack Huston will be the spe-
cial announcer on this program.

State Fair Varieties is the excit-
ing musical feature to originate
from the state of Lee auditorium
Monday thru Friday, 3:05-3:30 p. m.
Ed Viehman will emcee proceedings
and present for the fun will be
Burt Hanson and Ramona Gerhard.

If you are wondering how radio
programs are produced on a tape-
recording basis for re-broadcast at
a later date, join the crowd on
Wednesday (3:45-4:30 p.m.) at Lee
Auditorium and enjoy George
Grim and the Purina State Fair
Quiz featuring talented students
from Minnesota High Schools.

Highlighting plans for Sunday,
August 24th, is the appearance of
the famous CBS Radio star Art
Linkletter whose hilarious network
broadcasts “House Party and People
Are Funny” are enjoyed by WCCO
listeners each week. Art and
WCCO's manager Larry Haeg plan
to be in front of the National Mill-
ers Federation exhibit, Food Show
Building, Sunday, August 24th, 12-
12:30 noon.

Another special State Fair radio
broadcast is the Waterman-Water-
bury program, August 30th, 9-9:30
a.m., from the Industrial building
(31 on the official map) featuring
Larry Haeg and Maynard Speece.

For those who like to visit with

WCCO personalities, “Man On The
Street” programs have been sched-
uled for the entire week. WCCO's
manager Larry Haeg and Farm
Service Director Maynard Speece
will travel the fair grounds in
WCCO's mobile unit and talk with
personalities and visitors to this
year's fair.
Back at the fair this year is news
and special events reporter Stew
MacPherson who will occupy a
grandstand location each Saturday
afternoon from 2:00 to 4:00 to
describe the thrilling auto races
for WCCO listeners.

Crosby’s Club, 15

Not only do the entertainers on
“Club 15” rate among the tops in
the performance of songs . . . they
are right up there, too, when it
comes to writing tunes.

More than 50 published songs,
recorded in more than 120 versions,
have been turned out by head man
at “Club 15,” Bob Crosby, maestro
Jerry Gray, announcer Del Shar-
butt, Hal Dickinson and Alan Cope-
land of the Modernaires and Carroll
Carroll, producer-writer.

Song material will never be lack-
ing on “Club 15” with tune wriitng
talent available within the show's
own cast. Hear these versatile per-
sonalities on their scheduled return
to CBS Radio on August 25.
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Mr. Nobody Is a Hit

Take a man called Mr. No-
body . . add twenty-five min-
utes of music spiced with the un-
usual in program planning and
complete the pic-
ture with a host
of loyal listeners
and you have a
nutshell descrip-
| tion of WCCO’s
afternoon special-
ty, the “Mr. No-
body Show,” aired
from 3:05 to 3:30
Monday thru Fri-

2 day.

Music is geared to that mid-after-
noon period when housewives can
afford a few minutes of relaxation
over coffee or their sewing before
school is out and dinner prepara-
tions begun. Mr. Nobody, in the
person of WCCO'’s Ed Viehman, has
the theory if listeners have to turn
down the volume he loses a friend.
He selects his records that main-
tain a certain volume and are not
loud, lively renditions. Notes of ap-
preciation have been received espe-
cially in those households where it
is nap time for the younger mem-
bers of the family.

Dennis Gunkel, a young Minne-
sota “Mr. Somebody,” can thank
“Mr. Nobody” for 1,250 cards and
letters he received following an ac-
cident he suffered. Mention of Den-
nis’' misfortune was made only twice
on the air and resulted in the big
response. Other small patients have
also been on the receiving end of
a host of good wishes from the
listeners as a result of their men-
tion on the show.

Guest appearances are always a
star attraction of the program with
entertainers who come to Minne-
apolis dropping in for an intqr-
view. Wives of WCCO personalities
were in the spotlight too when
they visited with Mr. Nobody in

IRMA SAYS: Men are such beasts
I sometimes wish there were just
two sexes . .. women and children.
CBS Radio’'s “My Friend Irma.”

a series of interviews. Most of the
requests asked for “Mrs. Nobqdy"”
to head the list! Her reaction
5 “Mr. Nobody can run his
radio program. I'll run my home!”

Everything from flower shows to
ham dinners have been a part of
the Mr. Nobody bulletin board list-
ing events taking place in the
Northwest.

This handy listing of activities
in the state has proved to be a big
help to all the “Mrs. Somebody"
fans who want to remember what
they should include in their weekly
schedule.

The Mr. Nobody title began when
Viehman just happened to use the
phrase one day and his listeners
picked it up right away. Mail then
started to pour into WCCO’s nigin
office in large quantities addressed
to the mysterious “Mr. Nobody.”

Ask afternoon ‘“stay-at-homes’
what they will be doing along about
five minutes past three. TRe an-
swer will be . . . “I'll be listening
to Mr. Nobody.”

Allen Gray'’s
Plus-Plan

Allén Gray's merchandising plan
that gives the advertiser “plus”
results in the Northwest is about
to begin another series around the
first of September following the
successful conclusion of the initial
.campaign from April 14 through

Gray's Housewives' Protective
[League “Plus-Plan” concentrates on
a chain of stores with strong and
effective point-of-sale advertising,
displays, shelf-talkers, and news-
paper ad tie-ins, and highlights
the particular products being fea-
tured on the HPL programs heard
Monday through Saturday at 4:00
P. M. on WCCO.

Stores to participate in the new
campaign are Fairway, Food Guild,
Big Ten, Klein’s Super Market,
Red and White Food Stores, Red
Owl Food Stores, and Super Valu
Stores. In the first campaign five
principal claims were involved, hav-
ing in the neighborhood of 2,000
food outlets. Tie-in announcements
and one minute of institutional copy
per show for two weeks was given
on HPL programs and the stores
in turn tied the programs into
their advertising, displayed shelf
talkers on all HPL products ad-
vertised, built displays whenever
possible, and considered lines be-
ing advertised but not already
handled.

Housewives' Protective League is
known as “the program that spon-
sors the product.” It's a nice ar-
rangement with the broadcaster,
the listener and the sponsor all
working together to promote, buy
and sell the products and everyone
pleased with the outcome. The new
campaign is scheduled to run

June 21.

through May, 1953.

HOWDY DO ...

IT’'S A GREAT FAIR

And it has been since I started in 1934 to attend
the Minnesota State Fair. Broadcasting this big
event was pretty much “catch as catch can,” and
usually we caught something to put into the old
carbon mikes.

On one occasion I was announcing in front of
the old white St. Paul Dispatch-Pioneer Press build-
ing, wondering what to put on to fill the period.
A block over and two blocks to the right appeared
the high school band marching and blowing. I
whispered to George Higgins to get the band on
the air. He sprinted over to the marchers, and right
away they made a left turn, marched in front of
our mike and filled the show.

Do you remember a Captain Frakes? His specialty was flying an
airplane into a house on thrill day, and he did it. Far from being a
crazy daredevil, the Captain was quite scholarly about his job although
he surprised us by saying that daredevils are a dime a dozen. “If I
ask for volunteers to ride with me in that plane, I would have at least
a half dozen willing to do it.”

A very likeable gangster’s moll was Evelyn Frechette, who charged
admission to see the bulletproof car in which she and John Dillinger
used to ride—and shoot. Most people avoided her, and when business
was slow, she was lonesome for company and seemed to prefer radio an-
nouncers.

The saddest sight in all these years will be repeated many times
at this fair, the sight of a 7-year-old farm boy who had lost his mother
and father.

Have a good time.—Bob De Haven

Bob DeHaven

These Are the Faces . . .

o

behind the friendly voices you hear every day on WCCO,

—

4

Rolf Hertsgaard







